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TO THE

.'u

Roya‘l Soczety in Laﬂdaﬂ.

cerning ; and thcafe who have employ’d themfclv’ési
in Natural Sczm;e cag ‘admire at fome Thmgs'
extraordmaly, which paTs the Notice of thc Ig-

norant.

Y O U have made fuch Improvements this way,
that I conceive thers are few Nutural Myfteries
that have come under Your INotice, requ iring

Your .Peﬁetfation, but what have been o pryed

it

' HERE are great Secrets in 1\1«1’1‘(}3@1’,5

A

that the Reafin of Man is capable of draﬂ

'I.\

into by Your well improv'd Judgments, that the -

Doubts attending them have been quite diffolved,
Therefore, as the Streaming Lights, and Motions,

&c. in the Air,” have appeared, at Times, up-

wards




W DEDICATIORN

wards of T'wenty Years, Icannotdoubt but Sotme
of You have made divers Obfervations and Re-

warks thereon,

- I prefent the following R asons niere particu-
Tarly to You, becaufe I think You the pi.‘opercf’c

- Judges of my Argaments ; and 1 take the greater
---- E reedom to do it, being affured, that if my
Recgtﬁzm be not worth Your N otxce  yet the Subject

 deferves Your Confideration, . !

Now, thatthe ALMicuTy may increafe and ]

fanétify Your Knowledge, is the Prayer of

Your C—éz_'iﬁidﬁ Friend,

3. W.

A i T T ——
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PREFACE

| S Infidehty abounds, and fome Men are fo fgx_;

C [\ from believing Revelation, @nd the Miracles

Gob hath fhewed in former Ages, that they queftion
whetler the vifible World was purpofely formed by fhe
ArmicHTY } or, at leaft, whether His partictilar
Providence does attend - the Inbabitamts -of the Earths
and o live in Defiance of His revealed Laws : And
as in thefe Days it hath pleajed Gov to_ fhew extraor-
dinary Tokens in the Firmament, and repeated then
feveral Times, to the Aftonifbment of Thoufands, which

“might be fufficient to awake thefe filthy Dreamers, were

they not almoft in a dead Sleep 5 1 think it my place, for”
awant of its being done by a better Hand, to publifb fuch
Arguments as fo me_appear demonftrable, that thefé
Signs in our Hemifphere are beyond the ordinary Power
of Nature. |

 _And becaufe thefe Unbelievers are 6 unbappy as to
think, they bave Jironger Underftandings, and better
Ways of Thinking, than thofe that fear Gon and keep
His Commandments, I think this Subjest the fitteft of
any I know to treat of, as an outward Means, fo con-

since them of their Infidelity s feeing they don’t beliee

#he Scriptures, but require Arguments evident fa them-

Jélves by a plain Demonfiragion, Buf
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But now, if fome religious People think I take too

much pains 1 objerving and reafoning about thefe Signs,
becauf? the Lorp faysto the Houfe of Irael, Fer.x.
21. Be not dilmayed, like the Heathen, at the
Signs of Heaven: anfwer, *Tis not the Remarking
of wonderful Signs. that is here forbidden, but to be
difmayed at them, as the Heathen twere, whe wor-
fhipped falfé gods i For the Signsof a fuperior Power
declared the Infifficiency of the gods im awhom they
trufled, and therefore muft needs tervify or difmay
them : Wherejore the lraelites were forbidden to learn
their Ways, that they might have no Caufe to be dyf-
mayed at the Manifeftations of a Diving Powgr.
But 1t1s bighly rational to think, that all fich Things
are fent to be feen, obferved, and confidered, otherwifé
outr LorD Jesus CuRIST would hardly have foretold
- us that they fhould come, asbe bas done in Luke xxi.

L dor't meddle with the particular Interpretation of

. #hefe Signs, only eftcem them a Warning to thefe Parts
“of the Werld, toexcite all to fear Gob, and give Glory
to His Name, and confider that He bolds the Balunce
‘of Power for all Nations. | s

If any one fhould object, That if thefe Signs were
for 2 Warning to the World, Gop would caufe us
to know their Signification,

- Yanfwer, If ever wasthe Way of Gop to appear

But in part, efpecially by way of Warning 5 but if awe

can difcever enough to know He appears, then ’tis our
Duty to feek to Him for the Meaning. Thus Pharoah
Jought for the IDnterpretation of his Dreams, which
wade extraordinary Improffion on bis Mind; and they
were made manifeft to be from Gop, Nebuchanezar,
‘ - being

“#‘I'ﬁﬁ—‘.é"ﬂﬂ~-—
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being touched by the Finger of Gob in a Dream, could
not reft without feeking for the Meaning, though it was
fo imperfect that be could not tell what the Dream was;

' yet by earnefft Application in the Uje of Means; Gob

was pleafed to_follow the firf Iﬂzp?‘fj/fm, not only with
an Interpretation, but alfo an undoubted Evidence that
it was right, feeing the Dream it Jolf, that be bad for-
gotten, was repeated by the Interpreter. And Bel-
thazer, furprafed by the Fingers of a Man's Hand
WriLINg UPoR the Wall, though be could not read wwhat
it apas, nor bis wife Men about him ; yet beljeving if
certainly to bave a Signification, ufed all Means poffi-v
bl to come to the Knowledge of  1t, which ke obtained.
And what can we learn by thefe Records of Holy Scripe.-
ture, but that Gob s to be fought to for a perfect Dif-
covery of what He may be pleafed to fhew us but in
part 2 "Tis enough then that we kuow Gobn calls, or
that He difcovers His Hand n a fapernatural Way,
to make us be Jhll, and fknow that He 15 Cop, and

awill be fought to for the Meaning of His Tokens. 2

For my part, Ifhall be fufficiently [atisfied for my
Labour, if 1 only make it plainly appear, that the
Finger of Gob 185 i an extraordinary Manner, in
thefe Atherial Signs : That being my only Aim at this
Time, to the Ends above-mentioned. |

Mathematical -
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Mathematical Reafons,
| SHEWING
That the Streaming Lights, &c.
Are SUPERNATURAIL

- = +

The INTRODUCTION.

¥ Conceive it quite needlefs here,.to draw ably
# Figure or Scheme of thefe Lights and Streams,
& which, confidering their Motion and Colours,
would be abfurd o attempt: For all People' that
did not fhut their Eyes when they appear’d, muft
be better fenfible of the Mannér of them, than
what another Perfon can pofiibly deferibe by any
Means. And if we have not had continued Views
thereof, feveral Times, for a long while at a Time,
we micht have had ; and might have made many
Obfervations about them : And, I conclude, People
in general have had thele Opportunities, one Time
or other, {teing they have fr&quenﬂy appearcd Two
orThree and Twenty Years: Therefore I hall fay
no more of them than my Reafons produce, which

are as follows,

I. Though thefe Streams and Motions have ge-
nerally appeared when the Moon was near the
Change, and after the Clofe of the Twilight ; yet the
Light attending their Appearance has been little in-

| ferior
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ferior to that of the Moon, when the Luftre of Ber
Faceis veil'd ; which is a fufficient Reafon to con-
clude them quite extraordinary,

But if any Body obje&t, That though it feems ex-
tragrdinary, yet it may have & Second Caude, by way
of Reflection from the Sun. .

Tanfwer: That fuch a Refle@ion muft be made
upon formethings But fomething over-fpreading the
Hemifphere, ‘at fucha Diftance from the Earth, as
to receive the Light of the Sun, muft be as marvel-
lous to the Judicious, as a fupernatural’ Light other-
ways.

. Or if it is objeéted, That zbe Light may proceed
from a mifly Subflance in the Air, that bas Something
of the Quality of moift votten Wood, and Jome  other

' %z'}fzgs that fhine in the Dark.

_ Admiting fuch a Thing as a Second Caufe pro-
ducing Light, to attra& our Eyes to the Firmament,
that we might look upon the other remarkable Cir-
cumftances or Attendants ; it would yet be an equal
Wonder. If there were nothing but Light, this

Objection might bear fome weight; but as there are

more remarkable Matters to behold, let the Light
come by what means foever at fuch a Time, it s
remarkable, that it {eems to appear for that Fnd.
'Therefore, till fome rational Contradiion be plainly
- produced, which I believe will never be, I {hall take
- Leave to aflert, That we ought to efteem it an ex-

traordinary Work of Him, who in the Beginning
Aaid, Lef there be Light, and there was Light.

II. The

i B

P g i gt
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[I. The Manner of their Moving 15 a farther
Declaration of their being fupernatural ; for whe-
ther we fuppofe them a reflected Light, ora Matter
fhining of it felf, as .bove-mentioned, their Motion
however muft be an additional Wonder.

We can make nothing of their Motion by Re-

fle@tion, without fuppoling it a fecond-hand Reflec-

tion by fome Inftrument, that borrows the Light

from the Sun, and {o caft it upon our (extraordina-
rily fuppofed) Matter above, by waving or fhaking,
as the Water, or a Looking-glafs, being moved,

caufe a2 moving RefleCtion of Light. But tis mani-

feft, that the Seasunder our Hemifphere cannot be
inftrumental in it, becaufe the Sun cannot then
{hine upon them: Befides, the Motion treated of
is too methodical and formal to be occafioned by
Water, without fome _ﬁ:_l;perﬂatural Motion attend-

_ing that Water; and if any other Inftrument be

fuppofed the Means, that muft alfo be as unac-
countable: So then to fuppofe a Supernatural means
to prove it Natural, is more unreafonable than to
efteem it miraculous at once. '

Nor can we better account for their Motion, if
they be of themielves fome fhining Subftance, for
they muft have an incredible Swiftnefs, exceeding
hat of 2 Cannon-ball, or any other natural Thing
that we can imagine ; fecing notwithftanding - their
vaflt Diftance, they have fometimes, in fome Places,
advanced from near the Horzzon to the Zenith in a
e Moments : But were the Motion otherwife ever
{o reafonable, yet the Caufe of it mufl be quite ex-
traordinary. ' |

B2 There{"m"é
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- Therefore ’tis more rational to allow, that thefe
Thines proceed trom an OmyiroTenT Hand, on a

direct purpofe, than to fuppofe them from a natural
Caufe at all, ‘

I Again, the various Colours attending thefe
Pheenomena s a third Argument of their being Su-
pernatural 5 for were the Light and Motion of thefe
Streams to be accounted for; yet, why in one Part
of the Hemifphere there fhogld be a large Space of
a light Green Colour, and at the fame Time in
another Part it-thould be very Red, and in other

Places White, like o bright Cloud, and then in a
Moment’s ‘Fime, where '

fec clear Sky? 1 prefume no Man ¢an fhew g Rea-
fon for, e '

That Quicknes of Motion which has divers
~Times appeared round about a Centre, near the
Zenith towards the Spus) Eaft, of changeable Co-
lours, not much unlike the Colours of the Rainbow,
but with a deeper Red and Purple, isvery furprizing.

Now, though we take it fur granted, that the
Appearance of the Rainbow admits of gz {fecond
Caufe, being form’d by the Sun’s fhining upon the
“Particles of Water, preducing thofe Colours ; yet
that is limited to the Pofition of the Sun, and the
Eye that b_eholds it being effected by Armicuty
Gop upon the moderate bedewing Rains that have
been fince the Deluge, as a vifible Mark of Hie
merciful Covenant made with our Fathers: But
thefe, withaont any Limitation of that Sott, appear
Bow here, then there, in 2 Way extraordinary 1n
all Refpects, -~ = '

1V. The

they appeared fo, we thould

| g

Tl e
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1V. Their great Height 1s a fourth Reafon for
their being quite Supernatural, and farther invali-
dates the Objetions mentioned in the foregoing
Recg/é}zs . which Height 1 prove as follows,

el e vl

e =

I have beheld thefe Lights, Motions, and Co-
lours, many Times, and always obferved the prin-
cipal Meeting-place of the Streams, or Rendezvous
of the Motions, to be in one Place, v, a few
Degrees towards the South-Eaft, from the Zenith of
London 5 and I have not only feen them f{everal times
from one Place, but have beheld them in Places near
an Hundred Miles diftance from cach other, and
thongh I have at each Place carcfully obferved them,
I counld not difcern the leaft Parallax of the faid
Place of their gathering to an Head ; and allowing

_for the Difference of my Stations, they appeared in
all Refpedts alike in either Place. i

From which it is plain to me, that the Height of
the Sphere of thelc Pheenomena (if it be proper to
{fuppofe any Limits thereto) muft be immenfe : which
to a proper Judge of Things belonging to the Ce-
leftial Globe, affords Matter of Contemplation,
which confounds every Reafon given for their pro-
ceeding from any natural Caufe whatfoever.

V. Another Thing as a fifth Reafon that declares
them very extraordinary is, that their uncertain ftir-
ring and moving doth not refpect any known Point,
cither the Pole of the Earth, or the Zenith of the
Place of Obfervation: Had they pointed to either
of thefe, one might have had fome Colour for an
Ima.g_i-nﬂtion that they were Natural, though un-
common: But as their chief Place of Action is elie~
" where
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where, they appear to be fignificant in a particular
Manner : Had they met firft in one Place, and then
in another, there had been more Reafon to have
judged them Natural, becaufe of their Uncertainty:
But the Place of greateft Agitation hath always been
the fame, without any Variation, every Time they
have gathered to a great Head, though feveral Years
diftant as to Time, and beheld at divers Places far
remote from each other ; therefore, all Circumftan-
ces relating thereto being confider’d, they feem
plainly to appear to be, not only Aitherial Pheeno-

_mena from the natural Heavens, but Signs from

_ HEeavex the Turoxe of Gop.

The CONCLUSION.

F YHO’ the Eternal Power of the AumicuTy is
& fet forth by the wonderful Works of the
Creation, o that Day unto Day uttercth Speech, and
Night unto Night fheweth Knowledge; yet the Defign,
in thus manifefting His Wildom and Power, feems
to be perverted through the Darknefs of our Reg/in,
and the Prefumption of Aumane Reafonings. For
the freqaent and daily Demonftrations of His Pro-
VIDENCE, inftead of producing Adoration and
Praife, caufe vicious Minds to efteem them the Ef-
tefts of natural Caufes, and not as having a Voice
in them which calls for Worfhip and Subjection to
the CREATOR. |
What we call #afural, will be found, upon a
ferious and rational Enquiry, to be an evident and
aftonithing Miraclk: For if we duly confider our
Being, and how we fubfift, it will appear more
wonderful than raifing a dead Man to Life: And
that
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that we thould at all have the Senfes of Sesing and
Hearing, 15 1more farprizing than Sight reftored to
the Blind, or Hearing to the Deaf: But the com-
mon Events in Nature have not Force enough to
remove Man’s fenfual Stupidity ; for, while he
cefteth therein, the noble Faculty of Reafon is a-{leep,
Lis Vicws, at beft, are but a Dream, nor can he be
awaked by any Thing lefs than what is miraculous
and fupernaturals which Gop in His Mercy has,
+t different Periods, exhibited to the World. = But
Infidels will not believe ; they will not be awaken’d
by thofe Terrors of Gon's Spirit which affect them
internally, or hearken 70 the mild Reproofs of In-
fruGion, which is the Way to Life ; neither will
they be perfuaded by the Teftimony: of others who
Lave feen the Wonders of Gob in former Times ;
determin’d at all Events to deride all pretence of

Miracles, ot Revelations from Gob. -

What is here treated of, every one that had his
Sight, and was able to go abroad, might have feen;
as the Appearance was Very obvious, the Opportu-
nities of beholding it frequent, and the Manner of
it, to all that would refle&t, and were unprejudiced,
very f{urprizing; which is demonftrated by the
foregoing Reajons to be fupernatural, and not to be
accounted for by any Knowledge or Inquiries into
Nature: Therefore “ho lefs than miraculous Signs,
not only to pf:si'tend extraordinary Evenis in the
World, but alfo to awalken and reform fuch as are
{o hardy as to reject all Revelation.

Whatever may be thought of fuch Miracles as
Man has been inftrumental in, or as {fome Men have
fallly pre’tended to; the Marocle uijder our prefent
Confideration can be no Falaey to deceive or impole
upon Mankind, being peffo;m’d in the open Firma-
ment,
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ment, by the Fand of Gop only, in the View, and
for the Inftru&ion, of many. 'And let the oaltlcu-
131 SIO'HIﬁC‘"*UOH the t’Of be What 1t wﬂl we

that thofe Words éf the SAVIOUR of the ’World we'-
true, There fhall be great Signs from Heaven.
Now thould we not beheve {o'evident o Miracl - ' &
which we our felves have feen, ’tis no wonder fome
thould disbelieve a Relation of what tht:y haye not -
feen : And if we are convinced of a2 miraculous 81g11
et us, without leﬁculty or farther Hefitation, be-
lieve the many Witnefles of the Miracles wr ouorht-
by our Lorp Jrsus Curist, that, by Believing, we
may receive His Doétrine and Spmt |
If neither by the ordinary Works of Gop, which
we call Natural, nor yet by the fupcmatuml Ap-
pearances of His Power, we will be perfoaded to  * S8
think, that we ought to deny our felves, and to live SEF

in Sub ection to Him, we cannot be I'ald to be gmdw i
ed by R(‘t{/@?’i’. And, b we thus know Gop, &
we Gloufy Him not as ‘Gop, nowonder we fhould
‘become vain in our Imagmatitns and have our &

Hearts darkned; and while we profefs our flves to b
‘be Mafters of Recywz and wife Men, we fhonld be- 8
come fuch F@ols, a8 to f?rv in our. I—Iearts There 75

0 Gon; which poffibly may in Time be the Cafe
of moﬁ: of thofe that will not ubjed their Thoughts
to Gop inthe PraGice of Rdggzo;z but indulge
themfelves in the Liberty of what (by a plaufible ;5;
Appeliation) they call Free-thinking, and reducing “ ﬂ
every Thmﬂ' to Rm/@n and Denonflration. 43

T W Les, | %
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